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Introduction

The 2nd International Youth Conference, titled "Empowering the Youth, Shaping the PNO’s
Future," was a groundbreaking event designed to foster collaboration, innovation, and leadership
among young leaders on a global scale. Organized by the NRNA ICC Youth Department, NRNA
ICC, PNOs Taskforce, and NRNA NCC Thailand, the conference took place at the prestigious
Rambrandt Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand, from March 15th to 16th, 2025. The event brought
together aspiring youth leaders, distinguished speakers, global change-makers, and key
stakeholders from around the world. It served as a platform to discuss transformative ideas, youth
leadership, skill development, entrepreneurship, and sustainable practices aimed at addressing the
challenges faced by youth globally.

The central aim of the conference was to empower the diaspora youth to mainstream the People of
Nepali Origin (PNOs) in ensuring the prosperous and sustainable development of Nepal at the
national, regional, and global levels.

Objectives
The overall objective of the 2nd International Youth Conference was to:
1. Empower diaspora youth to play a key role in the socio-economic development of Nepal.

2. Foster the growth of sustainable, innovative, and entrepreneurial initiatives among young
leaders.

3. Promote youth leadership and skill development to address global challenges.

4. Encourage cultural, social, and economic collaborations that strengthen ties between
Nepali communities abroad and Nepal.

5. Advocate for the rights and recognition of PNOs, particularly those who have lived abroad
for generations.



Key Discussions

During the two-day conference, several sessions were held, each focused on a specific aspect of
youth empowerment and development. Some notable discussions included:

¢ Youth Leadership and Global Citizenship:

Experts and prominent figures in youth leadership shared insights into the evolving role
of young people in shaping the future. The emphasis was placed on the importance of
creating networks and platforms where young people could learn from each other and
collaborate to tackle global issues.

o Entrepreneurship and Innovation:

Speakers Focused the growing need for young people to embrace entrepreneurship as a
means of creating jobs and driving sustainable economic development. Workshops on
entrepreneurial skills, innovation in business models, and leadership in tech and startups
were well-received by attendees.

e Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Youth Impact:

A session focused on how young people can contribute to achieving the UN SDGs. The
conversation centered around practical steps that youth leaders can take to implement
sustainable practices in their respective communities and countries.

o PNO Rights and Recognition:

The challenges faced by Nepali-origin individuals abroad were discussed in depth, with a
particular focus on advocating for the recognition of Nepali diaspora communities,
especially those who have been living abroad for multiple generations. A recommendation
was made to the government of Nepal to simplify the process of obtaining Non-Resident
Nepali (NRN) citizenship and identification cards, ensuring that all Nepali-origin people
living abroad enjoy full social, cultural, and economic rights.

Key Recommendations and Actions
1. Addressing the Legal Status of PNOs:

The conference acknowledged that the current Nepali constitution primarily addresses the
needs of Nepali citizens within Nepal, leaving out the concerns of long-established Nepali
diaspora communities. A strong recommendation was made for the government to address
this gap by simplifying the process for NRN identification cards, thereby recognizing the



rights of second and third-generation Nepalis abroad. This would grant them full access to
social, cultural, and economic rights akin to Nepali citizens residing in Nepal.

Connecting Youth and Second-Generation Nepali Communities with Nepal:

Several programs were proposed to strengthen the emotional, cultural, and economic ties
between Nepali youth abroad and Nepal. The creation of job and entrepreneurial
opportunities in Nepal, aimed at empowering the younger generation, was emphasized.
Additionally, policies to facilitate intellectual property transfer and investment from Nepali
youth abroad were advocated.

. Appointment of NRN Brand Ambassadors and Coordinators:

To further strengthen the NRN movement, the conference appointed two brand
ambassadors for the NRN Association: Ms. Ojaswi Acharya from Palpa, and Ms. Khushi
Karki from Thailand. Additionally, as per the provisions of Article 17.2 of the Non-
Resident Nepali Association's constitution, it was decided to recommend the appointment
of Mr. Barami Rai, a resident of Thailand, as the coordinator for the second generation of
Non-Resident Nepalis.

Educational Scholarships:

The NRN Association declared an agreement to offer full scholarships to two Nepali
students every year for MBBS studies at Asian International University in Uzbekistan. This
initiative aims to encourage higher education and professional development among Nepali
youth.

Facilitating NRN Citizenship and Legal Rights:

A major point of discussion was the need to simplify the process of obtaining NRN
citizenship and to resolve the legal complexities surrounding the use of NRN citizenship.
The conference urged the government to create laws that facilitate the recognition of NRNs
as full citizens in terms of property ownership and other rights.

Promoting Nepal as a World-Class Tourist Destination:

In line with the NRN Association's vision to boost Nepal's international standing, the
conference emphasized the need for strategic partnerships with Asian nations and strong
digital marketing campaigns to promote Nepal as a prime tourist destination. Collaboration
on infrastructure development, air services, and security improvements were seen as
essential to realizing this goal.

Commitment to Unity:

In the spirit of unity, the conference called for maximum flexibility and, while respecting
the honorable Supreme Court’s decision, urge everyone to work together for the greater



benefit of the association in organizing the 12th General Convention and World
Conference, scheduled from October 11th to 14™, 2026. where further steps will be taken
to strengthen the NRN movement.

Conclusion

The 2nd International Youth Conference in Bangkok marked a significant milestone in advancing
the cause of Nepali youth worldwide. By addressing both the challenges and opportunities faced
by the Nepali diaspora, the conference provided a comprehensive platform for dialogue, action,
and collaboration. The discussions and recommendations made during the event will serve as a
guiding framework for future initiatives aimed at empowering the youth, ensuring the
mainstreaming of PNOs, and shaping a prosperous future for Nepal and its global community.

The conference also demonstrated the growing importance of youth leadership in shaping the
future of nations and highlighted the need for global collaboration in solving common challenges.
By leveraging the power of diaspora communities, Nepal and its youth abroad can play a central
role in global development, social cohesion, and sustainable growth.

Sponsors:
Annex:

Declaration
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